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MESSAGE DU SECRETAIREGENERAL A L'OCCASION 
DE LA COMMEMORATION DU 400lme ANNIVERSAIRE DE 

LA NAISSANCE DE HUGO GROTIUS (8 AVRIL 1983) 
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Le nom de H.go Groti.s fig.re parmi ce.x des plus ill.stres 
ancltres dont est nle 1'idle s.r laq_elle repos;8nt les Nations 
Unies et le droit international moderne. 11 e,it he.~e"x que le 
400&me anniversaire de sa naissance soit c&l&~rl au moment mime 
01 le droit de la mer, dontil est le fondateur incontestl, a 
tro.vl son expression mocierne dans 1a grande convention adoptle 
il y a q.elq.es mois se.lement sous les a.spices de l'ONU. 

Nous. sOl11l1les 1.1I'poqlle des changements r&vol.tionnaires, a 
line. Ipoq_e 01 lion remet en cause les convictions les plus 
ancrleset les idles detouJo"rspour leur substituer des convic­
tions e~. des idles nouvelles. 11 n 'est que naturel que Ie pas­
sage d. te~ps ait fait perdre a certaines des hypothises thlori­
q.es de Groti.s cette aura de vlritl absol.e qui les entourait a. 
XVlle silcle. Clest q.e notre monde nla plus grand-chose a voir 
a~ec cette sociltl hilrarchis'e de nations q.i a conc;ru Ie droit 
dela mer classique. S'il avait vic_ au XXe silcle, Grot.i"s 
a.rait certainement, par des initiatives semblables a celles des 
penseurscontemporains, formuUi des principes et concepts j.ridi­
ques nouveaux, crll des institutions et des procldures no.velles 
et assignl aux Etats de nouvelles responsabilitls. Ce faisant, 
il aurait obli a sa ~rloccupation essentielle: que tous pllissent 
.tiliser pacifiq.emen.t lesoclans. Un esprit juridiq.e bri'11ant 
joint a un sens aigu des rlalitls et des problames de son 'temps, 
a1nsi pe.t-on expliq.er l'influence durable de Grotius. 

Dans, .n monde 01 les relations internationales ne sa.raient 
progresser sans cooplration et S~lnS compromis, 1a commfmoration 
de la naissance d'"n homme qui a vlcll et diff_sl son enseignement 
il y a des silcles nOllS rappellera .tilement (,Iu 'en. dlfinitive 
c'esttoujours. a la crlativ1tlde l'individ. qu'on doit les pro­
grisde la pensle. No.s honorons Grotius: n01ls honorons du mIme 
coup les v.es d'.n esprit originaltollt acqllis a l'ldle d'.n 
ordre 1I\0ndlal pacifique reposant s.r ce solide fondement qlll'est 
la primallltl du droit. No.s rendons hommage a .n homme qui a 
g"ldl la pensle sociales.r cettevoie marqlll'e notamment par la 
crlation de l'ONU et l'oe.vre g.'elle accomplit. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
TO THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 400th BIRTHDAY 

OF HUGO GROTIUS - 8 APRIL 1983 

The name of H\ilgo Grotills ranks high among the ilhlstrio\1.s 
progenitors of the idea of the United Nations and modern inter­
national law. It is a happy coincidence that his 400th birthday 
comes at a time when the law of the sea, of which he was the 
.ndisp"ted fo.nder, has fo.nd a modern expression in the compre­
hensive convention adopted under the aegis of the United Nations 
only a few months ago. 

We live in a time of revol1!ltionary change when deep-rooted 
convictions and long-held ideas are being challenged and replaced 
with new ones. It is only nat~ral that, with the co.rse of time, 
some of the premises upon which Grotius based his theories have 
lost the attrib1!lte of .nquestionable tr1'lth which they had in the 
17th cent.ry. B~t then, the world of today is vastly different 
from the hierarchical society of nations that gave birth to the 
traditional legal regime of the seas. Had Groti.s been living in 
the twentieth centu.ry, he would certainly have la.nched initia­
tives of the same kind as those of contemporary thinkers, formu­
lating new legal principles and concepts, establishing new insti­
tutions and proced.res and assigning new responsibilities to 
states. He wo~ld have done so in order to flilfil what was his 
.nderlying concern: to ensure the peaceful uses of the oceans by 
all. The lasting infhlence of Groti\ils can be explained by his 
extraordinary ability to combine a brilliant legal imagination 
with an ac.te sense of the realities and problems of his time. 

In a world where no progress in international relations is 
possible witho.t cooperation and compromise, the commemoration of 
the birth of a man who lived and spread his message cent.ries ago 
shm!lld serve as a reminder that individu.al creativity is still 
the .ltimate seed of progress in hl!lman thotlght. In honol.S.ring 
Grotius, we hono.r the insights of an original mind imbued with 
devotion to the idea of a peacef1!l1 world order, subsisting on the 
sec~re foundation of the r.le of law. We pay homage to one who 
led the thinking of h\!lman society in the direction typified by 
the establishment and work of the United Nations. 
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