MESSAGE DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL A L'OCCASION
DE LA COMMEMORATION DU 4008me ANNIVERSAIRE DE
LA NAISSANCE DE HUGO GROTIUS (8 AVRIL 1983)

Le nom de Hugo Grotiws figure parmi cewx des plus illustres
anc8tres dont est nfe 1'id6e swr laguelle reposent les Nations
Unies et le droit international moderne. Il est heureux que le
4008me anniversaire de sa naissance soit c&18brs aw moment méme
of le droit de la mer, dont il est 1le fondatewr incontest8, a
trouvé son expression moderne dans la grande convention adoptée
il y a guelques mois seunlement sows les auspices de 1'ONU,

Nows sommes & 1'€pogue des changements r&volutionnaires, 3
une &pogue O% 1l'on remet en cawse les convictions 1les plus
ancr8es et les idSes de towjours pour leur swbstitwer des convic-
tions et des id&es nomwvelles. Il n'est que naturel que le pas-
sage du temps ait fait perdre & certaines des hypoth&ses th&ori-
ques de Grotius cette aura de v8Brit& absoluwe qul les entowrait aw
XVIIe si8cle. C'est que notre monde n'a plus grand-chose 3 voir
avec cette soci&t® hi&rarchisBe de nations qui a congw le droit
de la mer classique. S'il avait vBcu as XXe sidcle, Grotiwus
aurait certainement, par des initiatives semblables & celles des
penseurs contemporains, formwl& des principes et concepts jwridi-
ques nowveaux, cr&& des instituwtions et des proc&deres nouvelles
et assign& aux Etats de nouvelles responsabilit&s. Ce faisant,
il awrait ob&i X sa pr8occupation essentielle: que toms puissent
utiliser pacifiquement les ocBans. Un esprit juwridiquwe brillant
joint & wn sens aigu des r8alit&s et des problémes de son temps,
ainsi peut-on expliquer 1l'infleence durable de Grotiwus.

Dans uwn monde of les relations internationales ne sawraient
progresser sans coop&ration et sans compromis, la comm&moration
de la naissance d'un homme qui a v8cu et diffws8 son enseignement
il y a des si3cles nows rappellera wtilement gu'en d&finitive
c'est tomwjours 3 la crSativits& de 1l'individw qu'on doit les pro~
grés de la pensfe. Nows honorons Grotius: nouws honorons du méme
coup les vues d'wn esprit original towut acquis d 1'id&e d'un
ordre mondial pacifique reposant sur ce solide fondement gu'est
la primaut& duw droit. Nous rendons hommage & wn homme qui a

guid® la pens&e sociale swur cette voie marquSe notamment par la
création de 1'ONU et l'oeuvre gu'elle accomplit,
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
TO THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 400th BIRTHDAY
OF HUGO GROTIUS - 8 APRIL 1983

The name of Huwgo Grotiws ranks high among the illustrioss
progenitors of the idea of the United Nations and modern inter-
national law. It is a happy coincidence that his 400th birthday
comes at a time when the law of the sea, of which he was the
undisputed founder, has fownd a modern expression in the compre-
hensive convention adopted under the aegis of the United Natioas
only a few months ago.

We live in a time of revolwmtionary change when deep-rooted
convictions and long-held ideas are being challenged and replaced
with new ones. It is only nataral that, with the course of time,
some of the premises upon which Grotius based his theories have
lost the attribute of unguestionable trwth which they had in the
17th centuwry. Bat then, the world of today is vastly different
from the hierarchical society of nations that gave birth to the
traditional legal regime of the seas. Had Grotiss been living in
the twentieth century, he would certainly have lawunched initia-
tives of the same kind as those of contemporary thinkers, formu-
lating new legal principles and concepts, establishing new insti-
tutions and procedures and assigning new responsibilities to
states. He would have done so in order to fulfil what was his
wnderlying concern: to ensure the peaceful uses of the oceans by
all. The lasting ianfluwence of Grotiws can be explained by his
extraordinary ability to combine a brilliant legal imagination
with an aceute sense of the realities and problems of his time,

In a world where no progress in international relations is
possible without cooperation and compromise, the commemoration of
the birth of a man who lived and spread his message centuries ago
showld serve as a reminder that individwal creativity is still
the wltimate seed of progress in heman thought, In honouring
Grotius, we honowr the insights of an original mind imbued with
devotion to the idea of a peacefu]l world order, swbsisting on the
secure foundation of the rule of law. We pay homage to one who

led the thinking of hwman society in the direction typified by
the establishment and work of the United Nations.
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