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More than six-hundred and fifty letters and postcards written by the Dutch linguist C.C. 
Uhlenbeck have been preserved in more than 25 different archives. They span a period of 
sixty years, from 1891 until 1951. In a few instances, when Uhlenbeck could not write 
himself because of health reasons, his wife Willy took over.   

One might guess that there must have been many more letters and postcards 
which have not been preserved. In addition, Uhlenbeck unfortunately did not keep corres-
pondence directed at him, so that only his side of his communications with many 
colleagues and family members is now available. He and his wife probably discarded much 
of their personal archive when they moved to Switzerland in 1936.  

During the compilation of this inventory, letters written by Uhlenbeck to the 
Danish Academy of Science in Copenhagen after he was appointed a member in the 
1940’s were not available. A number of the thirty-six letters and twenty-one postcards 
kept at the Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal- Land- en Volkenkunde in Leiden to his nephew 
E.M. (Bob) Uhlenbeck were also not available at the time of compiling this contribution. 
Uhlenbeck’s wife, Wilhelmina (Willy) Uhlenbeck-Melchior, often mentions writing or 
receiving of letters and postcards from colleagues, friends and family, while they are in 
Montana in 1911 (see Eggermont-Molenaar 2005). Since the content of these letters is 
not known, these have not been included. The correspondence between C.C. Uhlenbeck 
and his nephew E.M. Uhlenbeck is the subject of articles by Cecile Portielje (2005, 2007, 
2008a, b). The letters from C.C. Uhlenbeck to Jos. Schrijnen are discussed in Daalder 
(2006) and Daalder and Foolen (2008). Letters to E. Kruisinga and A.J. Schneiders are 
discussed in Van Essen (1983).  
 This inventory is organized by the name of the correspondent, followed by the 
name of the archive that holds the correspondence and the time period covered by the 
correspondence. 
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Letters by C.C. Uhlenbeck 
 
Correspondent Source    Period   
Agent of the Blackfoot National Archives and Records,  1910   
Reservation, Montana Washington 
Beets, A.   Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden, 1892-1924  
Berg van Eysinga, van den Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1948    
Bijvanck, W.G.C.  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1941-1948  
Bloomfield, Leonard Yale University Library, New Haven CT 1946   
Boas, Franz  American Philosophical Society, 1915-1938  
    Philadelphia 
Bolland, G.J.P.J.  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1897   
Buitenrust Hettema, Foeke Tresoar, Leeuwarden  1894-1906  
Curatoren Rijksuniversiteit Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1913-1926  

Leiden 
Uhlenbeck, Dick  Nationaal Archief, Den Haag  1936-1937  
Dodgson, Edward Spencer Azkue Biblioteka, Bilbao, Spain, 1893-1904  
   Archive Lacombe 
Eys, W.J. van  Azkue Biblioteka, Bilbao, Spain, 1891-1905  

Archive Lacombe 
Friederici, Georg  Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, 1934   
    Hamburg 
Ginneken, Jac. van  Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag 1909-1916  
Goeje, C.H. de  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1913-1948  
Hallowell, A. Irving  American Philosophical Society, 1926   
    Philadelphia 
Huizinga, J.   Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1937   
Kalff, Jan   Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1898   
Kennedy, Willy  Charles Kennedy, Pennsylvania, 1924-1926  
    Private collection 
Kits Nieuwenkamp, H. National Archief, Den Haag  1936   
Koninklijke Akademie van Noord-Hollands Archief, Haarlem 1904-1938  

Wetenschappen  
Kruisinga, Johan  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Groningen 1941   
Kuiper, F.B.J.  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1942   
Lacombe, G.   Azkue Biblioteka, Bilbao, Spain,   1906-1926  

Archive Lacombe 
Liagre Böhl, F.M.Th. Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1927-1935  
Lowie, R.H.  Bancroft Library, Berkeley, CA 1933 
Mendes da Costa, M.B. Universiteitsbibliotheek, Amsterdam 1897-1926  
Meulen, Reinder van der Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1907-1950  
Mooney, James  National Anthropological Archives, 1914 
     Smithsonian Institution, Washington 
Müller, J.W.  Archief Woordenboek der Neder- 1892   
    landsche Taal, Leiden 
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    Universiteitbibliotheek, Leiden 1893-1920  
Museum Land en Volken- International Institute of Social 1915   

kunde, Rotterdam History, Amsterdam 
Nielsen, Jakob  Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes  1946 

Selskab, Copenhagen 
Nieuwenhuis, A.W.  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1923-1924  
Nijhoff, Martinus  Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag 1891   
Ortt, Els   Mary-Eggermont-Molenaar, Calgary, 1936   
    Private collection 
Romein, J.M.  International Institute of Social  1924-1939  

History, Amsterdam 
Sapir, Edward  Canadian Museum of Civilization,  1911-1925  
    Ottawa 
Schrijnen, J.C.F.A.  Katholiek Documentatie Centrum, 1902-1932   
    Nijmegen 
Schuchardt, Hugo  Universitätsbibliothek, Graz, Austria, 1892-1926  
    Azkue Bibliotheka, Bilbao, Spain  1921   
    Archive Euskaltzaindia 
Sneevliet, Henk  International Institute of Social  1918   

History, Amsterdam 
Soer, Aloysius S.J.  Foley Center Library, Spokane, WA 1922   
Thalbitzer, W.  Rigsarchivet, Copenhagen, Denmark 1907-1932  
Urquijo, Julio de  Julio de Urquijo’s Archive, Donostia/ 1908-1948  

San Sebastian, Spain 
Verwey, Albert  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Amsterdam 1924-1937  
Vogel, J. Ph.  Bibliotheek Instituut Kern, Leiden 1896-1945  
Voorzitter Fac. Letteren Universiteitsbibliotheek Leiden 1905-1906  

en Wijsbegeerte 
Vreese, Willem de  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1901-1926  
Wijk, Nicolaas van  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1913   
Winkel, Jan te  Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag 1892-1909  
    Universiteitsbibliotheek, Amsterdam 1927   
 
 

Letters to C.C. Uhlenbeck 
 
Correspondent Source    Period   
Alden Mason, J.  American Philosophical Society, 1931-1935  

   Philadelphia 
Boas, Franz  American Philosophical Society, 1915-1938  
    Philadelphia 
Curatoren Rijksuniversiteit Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1918-1926  

Leiden 
Director de la Academia Azkue Biblioteka, Bilbao, Spain,  1922   

de la Lengua Vasca Archive Euskaltzaindia 
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Goeje, C.H. de  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1932   
Holthe tot Echten, M. van Azkue Biblioteka, Bilbao, Spain, 1910   
    Archive Lacombe 
Nielsen, Jakob  Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes  1946 

Selskab, Copenhagen 
Sapir, Edward  Canadian Museum of Civilization, 1923   
    Ottawa  
Walcheren, P.M.  Nationaal Archief, Den Haag  1936-1937 
Wijk, Nicolaas van  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1939  
  
 

Other relevant correspondence 
 
Correspondent Source    Period   
Curatoren Rijksuniversiteit Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1918-1926  

Leiden 
Queen Wilhelmina  Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1926   
Verdam, J.   Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden 1913   
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